
The living-room 

hearth was creat-

ed from salvaged 

Tenino limestone 

from Greg Smith’s 

Reedo Building. 

The wool area 

rug is by Almar 

Carpets. The sofa 

is from Furnature; 

the Eero Saa-

rinen Womb Chair 

features recycled 

polyester uphol-

stery. The coffee 

table is bamboo. 

The art piece, 

resin and recycled 

cardboard, is by 

Tom Degroot. 
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 ‘SEXY
GREEN’

As both model 
and home, 

a penthouse 
sets the bar for 

elegantly 
environmental
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A breakfast nook offers an 

intimate spot to relax and take 

in the view of terrace plantings 

in the foreground and sky-

scrapers beyond. The chairs 

are from Furnature, the table 

is by Eero Saarinen, and the 

photograph is by Doug Keyes. 

VERYBODY’S GONE green 
around here. Builders, archi-
tects, developers, homeowners 
— twentysomethings to sev-
entysomethings. You hear it 
all the time, from recycling to 

energy conservation.
Now, green builders want to make you 

green with envy. Exhibit A: Greg Smith’s 
downtown Seattle penthouse.

“Green’s very vogue now. But I still 
think people still think green means 
hippie crunchy,” Smith says. “We sat 
down here and thought, how do we cre-
ate a place that’s green but is sexy, cool, 
sophisticated?” 

He’s sunk deep into an elegant gray-
brown-beige Queen Anne chair made 

with “natural latex cushions, 100 per-
cent organic cotton barrier cloth, For-
est Stewardship Council certified non-
treated hardwood using water-based, 
no VOC glues.” (VOC — short for vola-
tile organic compounds.) Smith’s feet 
rest on whitewashed bamboo flooring 
— “rapidly renewable resource and lo-
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On the western side of the apartment, the public gathering spaces inside flow to gathering spaces outside where a seating area and 

coffee table/firepit appear nestled among downtown high-rises. The glass in the gas firepit is from car windshields. The outdoor sofa is from 

Sutherland.
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VOC finish and adhesives help to main-
tain indoor air quality (IAQ).”

Behind him, billowing in a penthouse 
breeze, are lovely linen draperies. “The 
naturally strong and durable linen fiber 
comes from the flax plant.”

We know all of this because it’s in the 
brochure. Yes, Smith’s apartment (on 
which he has a very long lease) comes 
with its own guide: “Cobb Building — 
Built in 1910, converted to apartments 
in 2005-2006 and one of the city’s first 
LEED-certified residential buildings.” 
LEED — that’s Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design, a national rating 
system for green building.

As principal with Urban Visions, a 
downtown real-estate-development com-
pany, Smith is a leader among those tak-
ing the city skyward. As a fifth-generation 
Seattleite, he expresses a passion for the 
environment and sustainable building. 

“The idea of this space is to show poten-
tial condo buyers and corporate types 
that urban living can be green living,” 

says Smith, who now walks four blocks 
to work each day. It’s also a place to see 
if some things will work in his other proj-
ects, he says. “But it’s still my home.”

And what a lovely laboratory of a home 
it is, in one bedroom, two baths and 2,200 
square feet.

Just inside the door, the rooftop ter-
race already beckons through tall win-
dows that frame the big blues of sky and 
water outside. On the way out, though, 
another piece of blue, a pillow on a sofa, 
snags the eye. Now attention turns to 
cool, crisp creams and beiges with ebony 
accents. And on it goes like that around 
the long interior space, just 18 feet wide, 
shaped like the letter “C.” 

The apartment began its green trans-
formation in winter 2005 stripped to its 
skeleton. Smith has incorporated many 
pieces salvaged from his other projects. 
The gray-washed fir bar and steel coat-
closet door, for example, are from the 
Reedo Building in Pioneer Square. So 
many expert hands to create this sanctu-

ary that is contemporary, sophisticated 
and cool: Kyle Gaffney and Shannon 
Rankin of SkB Architects, Monica Smith 
of Bluegreen Development & Consulting, 
Michael Price of Abbott Construction, 
Randy Allworth and Dale Nussbaum of 
Allworth Nussbaum landscape design 
and art consultant Victoria Handley of 
Shift. 

“We had a blast,” Smith says of the team 
effort. “We said, ‘Let’s make the space be 
an extension of the personality.’ ”

So, to fit this personality, Smith’s 
apartment is also eclectic, enthusiastic 
and edgy. You can see it in the reclaimed-
wood dining table with cheerfully mis-
matched vintage chairs. You can see it 
in the wild salvaged-mirror mosaic by 
Jo Braun in the powder room. You can 
see it in the colorful kitchen backsplash, 
recycled-glass tiles from beer, vodka and 
chardonnay bottles.

“That’s me!” Smith says. 
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it all looks so elegant, so effortless.
Do not be fooled. The terrace of Greg 

Smith’s penthouse was a landscape 
challenge met by Dale Nussbaum and 
Randy Allworth of Allworth Nuss-
baum. Nussbaum explains their task: 

“One challenge, of course, is design-
ing within the constraints of a rooftop. 
That involves creative use of materi-
als, and also being very aware of the 
weight restrictions, waterproofing 

restrictions, the wind. Everything 
is being routed not through soil but 
through different areas of the build-
ing.” 

Another challenge: To use environ-
mentally sensitive and local materials 
whenever possible — and to make them 
work well with the interior spaces.

The terrace begins with a public 
space off the dining room; plantings 
are in large pots. Around to the south 

are low metal planters using grasses 
and sedums. The public space ends 
with a steel screen and sedum boxes. 
The more personal spaces include a 
small bedroom terrace and a bamboo 
screening outside the bathtub.

Greg Smith’s friend, Rod Kagan, created “The Reclining Lady” for Smith’s outdoor terrace. It has an urban Sphinx feeling as she 

lounges near a pyramid of a high-rise nearby. One of Smith’s neighbors includes a peregrine falcon, whose adventures he enjoys  

following.

The rooftop 
   landscape
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The kitchen, brightened with a sky-blue skylight, features a bar using fir salvaged from the Reedo Building in Pioneer Square. The 

countertop is concrete with recycled materials. The backsplash is made of recycled glass tiles from Bedrock Industries. 
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The massive door to the library is salvaged steel-clad, a fire door from the Reedo Building. The terrazzo floor is from 

the original 1910 construction. 
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Allworth Nussbaum placed bamboo plant-

ings and low grasses outside the bathroom, 

offering a leafy, private and natural retreat. The 

flooring and bathtub surround are reclaimed 

limestone flooring from Rhodes Architectural 

Stone. The totem is by Steve Jensen.

The dining-room table is reclaimed urban 

hardwood crafted by local artisan John Wells. 

The chairs are a playful mix of vintage, painted 

with no-VOC paint and covered in upholstery 

remnants. The pendant fixtures  were hand-

crafted by Studio Metro Design. 

PAGE 7

< continued from previous page

Copyright 2007 Seattle Times Co.

    reprinteD from sunDAY, october 7, 2007  |  P A C I F I C  N O R T H W E S T 

b e n j a m i n  b e n s c h n e i d e r  /  t h e  s e a t t l e  t i m e s

b e n j a m i n  b e n s c h n e i d e r  /  t h e  s e a t t l e  t i m e s




